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Abstract
Language development is an essential part of child development. This article talks about the various stages in language development between ages 3 to 8 years.



















During a child's development, language and communication skills are essential. These skills help them to engage with other people. Furthermore, it aids children to learn and understand their environment. The first years of a child involve the development of speech and language. Thus, making the first years important even though the language development continues throughout a child’s life till their adolescence stage (Child Development Institute, 2019). 
In its early years, a child's brain needs stimulation for language development since there is the development of new nerve cells in the brain. Besides, the brain is developing connections between the nerve cells to aid the child in their language development (Child Development Institute, 2019). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, parents should engage their children by talking, singing, or even reading books to stimulate the brain. If there is no brain stimulation, the child could lag in language development and become deficient in communicating with other people.
Between 0 to 8 years, there are stages in which a child learns a language. When the child is between 3 to 4 years, he/she (the child) learns many new words by listening to people. In this stage, the child will know more numbers, family terms such as 'sister' or 'brother,' and additional connecting terms such as 'if.' Between 4 to 5 years of age, a child gets better at communicating with other people. Also, they can construct longer sentences and take turns while speaking. Furthermore, they can express themselves by saying what is in their minds, describing their feelings, and telling stories. Thus, at this stage, adults can understand most of the things the child is saying since the child can use; a) connecting words like 'but,' b) words like 'between' and 'below' to explain where things are located or placed, and c) words like ‘don’t know’ to explain what they are thinking (Raising Children Network, 2021).
Between 5 to 8 years, a child understands how he/she can make words and have an additional understanding of words. At five years, children understand that words are made of different syllables and sounds. Thus, when they are listening, they are capable of identifying words with similar sounds. Also, they can identify words that sound similar which aids them in playing rhyme games with words such as 'pot' and 'hot.' Also, at this age, a child can correctly use the various forms of verbs (Raising Children Network, 2021). For instance, a child can say ' I will play with Chloe' or ' I played with Chloe.' This shows the child understands future and past events.
 Children between 5 and 6 years know that sounds can combine and form words. For instance, 'h', 'a' and ‘t’ form 'hat'. At six years, a child can read simple stories and start writing alphabetical letters, especially for those words they are learning. They can also join words to form new words, such as 'cupboard.' Still, at this age, they understand that words have various meanings depending on how they are used (Raising Children Network, 2021). For instance, there is a difference when saying, 'That is a cool car,' compared to, 'It is cool today.'
At eight years, a child might read without another person's assistance, and reading also might be one of the favorite activities for the child. Besides, at this age, a child understands what he/she is reading. Also, a child understands riddles and jokes. Hence, they can also tell jokes.
In conclusion, language development is an essential part of child development. Parents or legal guardians should engage their children during their first years to hasten language development and prevent their children from having poor communication skills in the future.
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